
Empowering Voters...
Defending Democracy

Pennsylvania citizens provide essential services for elections
Free, fair, and accessible elections are vital to
democracy. This is made possible by thousands
of regular citizens serving as poll workers across
the Commonwealth. We all depend on responsi-
ble workers to run smooth and secure elections.
You can help your community by getting 
involved in one of several ways.

• Poll Workers manage the voting process 
at the polls on election day. They open voting 
machines, check in voters, keep people voting,
and close up at the end of the night. To be certi-
fied as a poll worker, you must attend your
county’s mandatory training on election day 
duties and procedures. Poll workers are paid for
the time they spend working at the polling place
on election day.

If you wish to volunteer to work at a precinct 
in your county, complete a poll worker interest 
form at:
https://www.pa.gov/services/vote/apply-to-be-
come-an-election-poll-worker

When you have submitted the form, your informa-
tion will be sent to the county elections office
where you live, and they will contact you.

• Poll Monitors work outside polling locations
to observe electioneering operations and assist
voters by answering common questions—such as
ID requirements—that arise about voting. Learn
about becoming a poll monitor at: 
https://protectthevote.net/?source=lwvpa

• Canvass Monitors help maintain transparency
in the official process of counting and finalizing
results from all ballots. The official canvass 
includes processing and adjudicating all mail-in,
absentee, provisional, overseas, and military 
ballots during the evening of and in the days 
following an election. This is done in each county
in order to certify the election results. 

Canvass monitors will have official authorization.
To learn about canvass monitoring and authoriza-
tion, email: blessing.osazuwa@palwv.org.

You can help make this midterm election run smoothly.

Learn more and sign up using the links above to indicate
your interest in serving as a poll monitor, poll worker, or
canvass monitor.

• Poll workers must be registered to vote in their counties. Exceptions
exist for 17-year-old high school students, who must meet additional 
requirements. Contact your county elections office for information. 

• Your county will contact you if you are selected to work on election
day. This placement could come as late as the day before the election.

• Once you have signed up, plan on participating in an information 
session hosted by the Committee of Seventy in partnership with LWVPA.
You can find a list of session dates and a list of additional resources at: 
https://seventy.org/take-action/become-a-poll-worker/  
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