Separating fact from fiction

The public program of our May 30 meeting featured two journalism professionals, Dr.
Pat Heilman and Dr. David Loomis, discussing their experiences in the field and how the
internet has changed the way many of us now get news and information. Both began their
careers working for newspapers and retired with emeritus status after teaching journalism
and mass media at [UP. David currently publishes The HawkEye, a local news blog in

Indiana.

Alternating portions of the presentation, they described how mass media has changed
from traditional, or legacy, modes to digital sources. They explained the gatekeeping
function in traditional media. Editors, reporters, and media owners all have a role in
determining what is news—what is relevant and worthy of publication according to
professional experience, organizational policy, and audience interest. Fact-checking and
journalistic ethics have ideally been part of this process. Each shared examples of these

functions, their uses and misuses, from Watergate to the Indiana Gazette to Fox News.

The internet and evolution of social media have allowed audiences to become part of the
information-sharing process, bypassing traditional gate-keeping. Misinformation and
disinformation—propaganda, rumors, or hoaxes—have manipulated public opinion for
thousands of years, but the digital age speeds the spread of misleading and false

information.

We can minimize our exposure to inaccurate and false information in several ways:

* Be skeptical

* Consider the source for bias, authority, agenda

* Cross-check using more than one source

There are reliable fact-checking sites available. A key indicator of reliability is their
adherence to the International Fact-Checking Network (IFCN) code of principles, which
require nonpartisanship, transparent sources, and open funding. Pat Heilman has shared a

list of fact-checking sites that you can access on the LWVIC website at:



https://lwvindianacounty.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Fact-Check-

Handout Heilman.pdf



https://lwvindianacounty.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Fact-Check-Handout_Heilman.pdf
https://lwvindianacounty.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Fact-Check-Handout_Heilman.pdf

