
Benefits rain gardens provide 
Rain gardens offer stormwater management
and beautify our communities.

by Ellen Chinn

Rainwater can pick up a variety of chemicals,
oils, fertilizers, sediments, pollutants, garbage
and bacteria from roofs, lawns, driveways, patios
and other surfaces. When stormwater run-off
goes directly into storm sewers, the contaminants
get carried into our streams and waterways. A
rain garden is a special grouping of plants grown
in a depression that captures stormwater run-off. 
It is designed to temporarily hold the run-off, 
allowing time for the water to be absorbed by the

vegetation and slowly soak into the ground over
a period of 12-48 hours, filtering out contami-
nants while also reducing flooding. Not only do
rain gardens help mitigate pollution and flood-
ing, they also look beautiful! And the plants and
flowers bring birds, butterflies and insects, espe-
cially if native vegetation is used.

With a little bit of planning and an afternoon or
two of work, you could have a rain garden of
your own! Maintenance is minimal; beauty and
eco-friendliness are maximal! 

LWVIC hosted hands-on stormwater manage-
ment demonstrations at NaturePalooza at Blue
Spruce Park on June 6. Kids and their families
worked with a scale model to learn how water
travels and can be controlled. As always, it was
fun, informative and entertaining!

https://groundwater.org/rain-gardens/

https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-
we-work/united-states/new-jersey/stories-in-
new-jersey/rain-gardens-1/

LWVIC combines environmental and voting education at NaturePalooza
Each summer LWVIC engages Indiana County
children and their families at NaturePalooza in
Blue Spruce Park in activities with an environ-
mental theme. Kids who visited our tables there
learned about rain gardens and other ways to con-
trol flooding from rainstorms. They examined
ticks under a microscope while learning about the
arachnids’ life cycles and how they spread Lyme

and other diseases.

Naturally LWVIC 
included a voting ac-
tivity, inviting kids to
vote for their favorite
forest animal—owl,
fox, or raccoon.

What on Earth Is Happening?

Ellen Chinn and Anne Simmons planned and led
these activities, assisted by Tom Simmons and 
Jean Worzbyt. LWVIC provided stickers, book-
marks, and other take-home items for children 
and their families at the event. About 400 children
participated in NaturePalooza.
Below: Ellen Chinn assisted children with activities teaching
about rainwater control and ticks.

Left: Jean Worzbyt and
Anne Simmons were
among LWVIC volunteers
at NaturePalooza.


